Orphan Trains In Illinois

The following email was sent to MCGS and I posted it on our Facebook page.  I am including it in the Quarterly for those who may not do Facebook. 

1/6/2018 

  

Good morning.

I am a retired librarian and amateur historian working in McLean County with the local history museum. I have been involved in researching the orphan trains in Illinois and have recently completed a website which may be of interest to your society

http://rochellegridley.wixsite.com/orphantrainmap
Thank you, 
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Rochelle Gridley
Rochelle Gridley’s projects, if you are interested.
Bloomington, IL, phone:  309 838 2597

The 1838 Map Project --- 
https://rochellegridley.wixsite.com/1838map 

Founders' Grove History in Maps ---
http://rochellegridley.wix.com/foundgrovemaphistory
Women Called to Action -- Women in World War II ---
www.womencalledtoaction.wordpress.com
​100 Years ago in McLean County ---
http://rochellegridley.wix.com/mclean-100-years-ago​

Orphan Trains in Illinois ---
http://rochellegridley.wixsite.com/orphantrainmap
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We received this information from Darren King via Facebook ---

Wm Quattlander and Anna Suda were raised by his great grandparents, Theodore and Catherine Westphal on a farm a couple miles NW of Nokomis.  Anna had a brother adopted around Litchfield.  Both were given up by their father in NYC after their mother died.  He remarried in MN and had a whole new family.

If you have information regarding other Orphan Train children, please share it with us.  We’d like to include it in the quarterly.
1900 Census Rountree Twp, Montgomery Co, IL, lists William Cortland age 14, servant – farm laborer, and Anna Sude age 14, servant, both b. NY living with John and Catrina Westphal and their son, Theodore.  I’d guess that William Quattlander was spelled the way it sounded to the census taker.  Possibly the same was true of Anna Suda.

William Henry Quattlander was born in Manhattan, NY, on 8 Feb 1885

Source:  WWI and WWII draft registrations and New York, NY Extracted Birth Index

In 1910, he was living in the John Wattjes household in Rountree Twp, Montgomery Co IL where he was working as a hired hand.  The family consisted of John Wattjes and his wife Etta Janssen who he married on 19 Dec 1901 and their children:  Gerhardt, 7 and Minnie, 4.

Source:  1910 Federal Census and Montgomery Co IL, Marriage Record A-241-13268

John Wattjes died on 16 Feb 1911 in Rountree twp, Montgomery Co IL

Source:  IL Secretary of State, death index database – Montgomery Co 3-129-379
On 25 Oct 1914, William married Mrs Etta Wattjes in Montgomery Co IL 
Source:  Montgomery Co IL, Marriage Record B-231-2914
In 1920, William and Etta are living in Rountree Twp, Montgomery Co IL with the following children:  Minnie J, Richard H, Viola C, and Esther M Quattlander.  

Note:  Minnie J and Richard H are actually Etta’s children with John Wattjes
Source: 1920 Federal Census – obituaries of Minnie Zuberier and Viola Meier confirm note

Etta Jansen Quadlander b. 11 June 1879 Nokomis d. 22 Jul 1923 Taylorville, Christian Co IL d/o Richard Janssen w/o Wm Quadlander  
Note:  spelling of names!  Buried at St Paul’s Cemetery, Nokomis, Montgomery Co IL
Source:  IL Deaths and Stillbirths Index 1916-1947
In 1930, Viola, Esther, and Ivan Quattlander and Richard Wattjes were living with William in Rountree Twp.  In 1940, Ivan and Esther Quattlander were living with William in Rountree Twp, Montgomery Co IL

The WWI draft registration says William had dark hair and blue eyes.  He was of medium height and build.  The WWII draft registration lists him as a white man, 5’4”, and 125 lbs with a light complexion, gray hair and blue eyes.

Information re children:

· Gerhardt Wattjes went by the name Garrett per obituaries.

· Minnie J Wattjes b. 6 Sep 1905  d. 20 Jan 2003 Ft Wayne IN  bur St John’s Lutheran Cemetery, Sullivan WI  -  spo. Rev Gerhardt W Zuberbier

· Richard H Wattjes

· Viola Christina Quattlander b. 15 Dec 1916  d. 12 May 1998 Springfield, Sangamon Co IL  bur St Paul’s Cemetery, Nokomis, Montgomery Co IL  - spo. Harold Meier m. 8 Oct 1939

· Esther M. Quattlander  b. 18 Sep 1919  d. unk  on stone with husband at St Paul’s Cemetery, Nokomis, Montgomery Co IL – spo.  Nelvin DeWerff
· Ivan William Quattlander  b. 18 Oct 1921  d. 20 Nov 2007 Springfield, Sangamon Co IL  bur. St Paul’s Cemetery, Nokomis, Montgomery Co IL

Anna Suda married Henry Linderman on 26 Feb 1908 in Montgomery Co IL

Source:  Montgomery Co IL Marriage Records B-67-830
An Ancestry Tree states that Anna Suda arrived in Illinois 10 May 1895 coming to Hillsboro via an orphan train from the NY Juvenile Asylum – b. 8 Aug 1885 d. 23 Nov 1951 – parents were Augustin Suda and Roza Merkle – She had a brother Jerry Suda.

Note:  I found no records to substantiate this information in our records at the research center or on Ancestry.com.

Jerry Suda
Yurislav Suda was b. 8 Mar 1884 to August Suda and Rosalie Mergel, both born Bohemia

Source:  City of New York, Co of New York, State of NY Birth Return 391707

1900 Walshville Twp, Montgomery Co IL shows a Jerry Suda b. Mar 1884 in NY, living with the Thomas Saathoff family as a boarder and farm laborer. 

Source:  1900 Federal Census of Montgomery Co IL

Jerry Suda gave his birth as 8 Mar 1884 and residence as Pana, Christian Co IL
Source:  WWI Draft Registration 
Jerry Suda b. 8 Mar 1884, New York City d. 11 May 1933, Clear Lake, Sangamon Co IL

Burial: Oak Ridge – Occupation: Salesman Publishing Co – Parents:  August Suda and Rose Merkle, both born Europe – Spouse:  Mae Emmerick, divorced
Source:  IL Deaths and Stillbirths Index 1916-1947

